
David Lawrence Center has developed 
this guide to help the community refer a 
child in need into the Bridges Program.

! Bridges provides psychiatric inpatient treatment 
services to children and adolescents 5-17 years old.  

! Services may be accessed by Medicaid recipients 
(both for youth in the community and youth in state 
custody), community youth and private pay clients in 
District 8. 

! There are 20 beds available on the Unit.
! The estimated length of stay is 4-6 months.

 
! Acute inpatient or intensive outpatient services have 

failed to bring sufficient resolution of child's 
symptoms to permit placement in a less restrictive 
setting

! SIPP services can be expected to improve child's 
problems or prevent further regression

! Child has a serious emotional disturbance
! Primary DSM-IV diagnosis of a psychiatric disorder 

requires intensive residential care. Primary diagnosis 
cannot be autism, mental retardation, or substance 
abuse

! Due to psychiatric diagnosis, the child shows serious 
functional impairment when compared to others of 
the same age 

! Child or adolescent has age appropriate cognitive 
ability and stability to participate in SIPP 

! Community setting cannot provide interventions or 
support needed by child

! Medical clearance of acute or intensive, ongoing 
medical needs

For additional information about the David Lawrence Center and 
the Bridges SIPP Program, call (239) 354-1431 during regular 
business hours and request a program brochure and the Client 
and Family Handbook. 
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